[Peripheral retinal telangiectasis in retinitis pigmentosa].
The association between retinitis pigmentosa and retinal telangiectasis has been rarely reported. The case of a young woman affected with retinitis pigmentosa and telangiectasis involving bilaterally and symmetrically the inferior retinal periphery is described. Moreover, the patient showed a high degree edema of the retina produced by the permeabilization of the retinal capillaries (especially foveal capillaries) and by the passage of fluid from the choroid through the damaged retinal pigment epithelium. The telangiectasis were successfully treated with cryotherapy. The telangiectasis found in patients with retinitis pigmentosa have to be distinguished from other forms of telangiectasis, as those found in young males or those of the temporal retinal periphery of adults, in which respect they have particular characteristics. The cause of the telangiectasis and of the breakdown of the blood-retinal barrier in retinitis pigmentosa is not know. It is probable that they are produced by a toxic or inflammatory action on the vessels mediated by retinal antigens.